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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research determined the factors that students saw as
having important influences on their completion of a degree program. It used
the survey design with open-ended questions to describe the experiences of
respondents regarding their stay in the college. The study was conducted to 60
completers and 25 non-completers of School of Education, Arts, and Sciences in
Letran Calamba. The data were analyzed with percentage frequency distribution.
Open-ended question data were interpreted using the thematic analysis method.
Results showed that self-efficacy influenced most the respondents. Social
factors, academic performance, and college characteristics also influenced the
completers. College characteristics, social factors and supplemental instruction
influenced the non- completers. Respondents agreed that the college provides
activities that were values- oriented and socially related. Results of this study
led to a recommendation for curriculum review and suggested that students be
involved in the said review. Inclusion of motivation and self-efficacy seminars
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in degree programs were proposed. Likewise, more instructional materials and
improved facilities were specified.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the unique characteristics of Philippine tertiary level in the world
is its high percentage (66%) of students enrolled in private institutions (CHED,
2004). Accordingly, the high cost of school fees is not the main reason for the
average income Filipinos to study in a private school. It is a fact that these
schools are not subsidized by the government as public schools are. It only
proves that majority of the Filipinos are education advocates because every
family believes that education is wealth and a treasure that cannot be taken
away by anyone else. For the parents, providing a college degree for their
children is their greatest achievement in life. Despite the positive outlook of the
Filipinos towards education, still not all students who were enrolled finished
their studies as revealed by different local and foreign literatures. Recent data
from the Philippine Commission on Higher Education (AY 2003-2014) disclosed
that enrolment fluctuated for Academic Years 2003-2004 and 2004-2005,
respectively, in all disciplines in both public and private institutions.

The National Capital Region (NCR) has the highest enrolment accounting
for almost 25% of the total enrolment. It was followed by CALABARZON (Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, and Quezon) and then the Central Visayas Region.
However, an increase was shown for the succeeding years 2006-2014. Moreover,
the number of graduates did not match with the number of enrolees for the
said academic years. Letran’s Cohort Survival Rate (CSR) as provided by the
Registrar’s Office indicates that the number of initial enrolment is not equivalent
to number of graduates. For Academic Years 2008-2012 and 2012-2016, only
36.36% (excluding BS Guidance and Counselling) and 70.08%, respectively, of
the batches graduated on time. Reasons cited in the CSR were failures, academic
deficiencies, on leave, shifted to another course, and transferred to other school.
The Registrar’s Office records showed a decrease in college enrolment from
academic year 2012-2013 to 2014-2015. This decrease was due to drop-out,
shifting, and transfer of students (Pegano, 2015).

The School of Education, Arts and Sciences (SEAS) also showed varied
pattern in the number of enrolees for the different programs. Some semesters
have increased and decreased number of enrollees. For instance, in Academic
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