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ABSTRACT

This study is conducted by the researchers to identify whether sustainable 
coastal tourism for biodiversity conservation is evident in the island of Maniwaya 
in Sta. Cruz, Marinduque. The Philippine tourism industry is a major source of 
all kinds of recreational and income-generating activities, and biodiversity is then 
recognized as vital to tourism. That is why the researchers try to study Maniwaya 
Island and what’s new in it and how it will affect the biodiversity of the island. The 
researchers used descriptive design and quantitative method to identify the level 
of compliance and implementation of existing laws, rules, and regulations which 
overall aim is to achieve sustainable coastal tourism for biodiversity conservation 
in the Island. Results revealed that the level of compliance in terms of the residents 
and barangay official’s perspective is satisfactorily compliant and above compliant 
on the part of the resort owners. As for the level of implementation of Chapter 
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IV Section 27 of Republic Act 9147 of 2001 among concerned inter-agencies in 
Maniwaya Island, it is clearly shown thru the results that they are in an advanced 
level of implementation. It was recommended that the concerned inter-agencies 
should work hand in hand to further strictly implement existing policies and 
promulgate new policies, guidelines, and ordinances.
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INTRODUCTION

As far as the Earth’s biological diversity is concerned, the Philippines is 
considered a megadiverse country rivaled only by a few countries in the world 
when it comes to a variety of ecosystems, species and genetic resources. (DENR 
– BMB, 2016). No wonder last 2017, our Philippine tourism arrivals almost 
reached an all-time high at 6,620,908 foreign tourists marking the unprecedented 
growth of our country’s tourism industry, which is almost 11% higher than the 
previous year’s arrivals of 5,967,005 (Department of Tourism, 2018). 

In Marinduque, the heart-shaped island, which is one of the provinces in the 
MIMAROPA region, its tourism industry is now becoming one of the busiest in 
the country, and it has great prospects in developing tourism (Zulueta, 2012). 
Maniwaya Island, one of the few islets closest to Metro Manila, offers powdery, 
white sand beaches accessible by land and sea (Querubin, 2012). 

As the Philippines derives most of its large benefits from its ecosystems, threats 
to its biodiversity are nowadays experiencing a general decline (Conservation 
of Biological Diversity, 2018). This is why our country is also considered as a 
biodiversity hotspot since it continues to experience an alarming rate of destruction 
of these important resources brought about by overexploitation, deforestation, 
land degradation, climate change, and pollution (including biological pollution), 
among others (DENR – BMB, 2016). 

Although it is stated in the World Travel and Tourism Council report that 
tourism generated almost 11% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) wherein there 
are about 200 million people who earn their livelihoods through the tourism 
industry (Adhikari & Pratikshya, 2018). On the other hand, biodiversity is 
increasingly under pressure from such human activities, and experts estimated 


