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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to assess the impacts of the Plant, Plant, Plant
Program(4Ps) of the Department of Agriculture on the fishing and non-
fishing communities in Surigao del Sur in facing the COVID-19 Pandemic. The
impact was gauged thru the determination of the productivity, acceptance,
response, expectations, beliefs, issues, and concerns and how the program
affects the thinking in facing the COVID 19 pandemic; the difference in
the response of fishing and non-fishing communities on the program; and
identification of the extent to which the communities participate in the
program. Results clearly manifested that responses of the communities
were all strongly agreed that they were all benefited from this program
that increases their needs for food in times of pandemic. Therefore it is
concluded that the program gives a positive impact on the fishing and non-
fishing communities in Surigao del Sur.
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INTRODUCTION

The Department of Agriculture (DA) has been implementing nationwide
the Duterte administration’s “Plant, Plant, Plant Program” or “Ahon Lahat,
Pagkaing Sapat (ALPAS) Laban sa Covid-19” program to benefit farmers,
fishers, and consumers. The program has been implemented not only in
Luzon, where the enhanced community quarantine is being enforced but
also in Visayas and Mindanao. The purpose of the program is to increase
the country’s food adequacy level during the emergency situation resulting
from the Covid-19 pandemic thru the “Whole of Nation” approach as a guide
advocated by President Duterte (Sec. William D. Dar).

The Department of Agriculture led the provision of planting materials,
other farm inputs, and technologies necessary for food production. To
increase national agri-fishery output, DA intensified the use of quality
seeds, appropriate inputs, and modern technologies to increase levels
of productivity across all commodities and thus ensure food productivity,
availability, accessibility, and affordability amidst the threat of the Covid-19
pandemic. Rice Resiliency Project is also in line with the DA’s 4Ps that aimed
at producing more rice to increase its sufficiency level from the present 87
percent to 93 percent. Farmers are urged to plant more areas by providing
quality seeds, fertilizers, and appropriate technical assistance (Sec. Dar).

While the whole Caraga Region, both farming and non-farming in rural
and urban communities had participated in the 4Ps program with the help
of local government units and regional and provincial agriculture and fishery
councils (RAFCs and PAFCs). Farming and non-farming communities of the
province of Surigao del Sur are among the recipients of farm production
inputs provided by the Department of Agriculture for the program.

The DA’s 4Ps program has provided the necessary inputs to produce
food amidst the COVID pandemic. However, there is no study conducted on
its impact on the communities in the province of Surigao del Sur as to the
productivity, acceptance, response, expectations, issues, and concerns and
how this program affects their thinking in facing the COVID 19 pandemic.
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